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Result 4: Improve the lifetime wellbeing of 

vulnerable children 

What is the target? 

Reduce the number of children experiencing 

physical and sexual abuse by 20 percent by 2021. 

Why is this important for 

Every child and young person has a right to grow up in a safe environment. Safety from physical 

and sexual abuse sets the foundation for positive future physical and mental development, helps 

children establish effective relationships with their families, communities and iwi, and breaks the 

negative cycle of deprivation and disadvantage. 

How will we know we are achieving this result? 

The target for reducing the number of children and young people experiencing assaults and sexual 

abuse is ambitious. It will mean reducing the number of children experiencing physical and sexual 

abuse by 800. 

Performance against the target will be measured using the Ministry for Vulnerable Children, 

Oranga Tamariki data on substantiated physical and sexual abuse. 











The Mt Richmond children created their painting as a team. 

"Some of us needed a bit more support, but we worked together and are very proud of the end 

result." 

A local real estate business bought the painting for $500 after Marie pitched the idea to it. 

She hopes it will encourage the business to adopt the school and be involved in their events. 

101 artists 

One Hundred and One Artists was painted by 101 children from Otahuhu Primary School. Different 

shapes and colours are connected to represent friendship and family across cultures. 

Their Child, Youth and Family representative was Wendy Wisbey- the differential response 

coordinator for Otahuhu site. 

"All the different shapes, sizes and colours link together. This gives a sense of never being alone 

and always having a friend - the comfort of which the children have interpreted in their painting." 

----- ----- -





Liz, whose own whakapapa includes Ngapuhi, comes from a 20-year background with Child, Youth 

and Family. She says it's about creating a service tailor-made for Ngapuhi whanau, beginning with 

the 81 Ngapuhi children in care in Tai Tokerau and then looking to the 248 in Auckland. 

"There is a real potential to reduce numbers coming into care, and to reduce their duration in care, 

by being involved early. We want a continuum of support, from families putting their hands up for 

help to referrals by statutory agencies." 

That means stepping in before a family reaches crisis point; using whanau hui to challenge families 

to lift their parenting skills; and to have a network of approved Ngapuhi caregivers at the ready 

when a child can no longer live at home with its parents. 

"Some of these caregivers may never be needed but we want to have them trained and ready, so 

that if a child needs care they can go straight to one of these caregivers, instead of a temporary 

placement with strangers they have no connection with. 

"It's not that we want to bring all 470 kids back to live up here [in Northland.] It means that if they 

have to come into care from, for example, lnvercargill, we want to keep them with wider whanau 

within their area, near their schools and other networks." Marae-based whanau hui also offer a way 

to work with parents to lift their game, says Liz. "By bringing the whanau onto the marae, we can 

safely challenge them to get their children back by sorting out their issues and making home safe 

for their kids. 

Marion Heeney, Regional Director for Tai Tokerau Child, Youth and Family, says the two 

organisations are committed to working together: "This is a huge step forward for Ngapuhi tamariki. 

We believe it will really make a difference for vulnerable Ngapuhi children if they are able to safely 

maintain iwi and marae connections, and receive support from their wider whanau and community. 

"What's really wonderful is that not only will these children be connected back to their marae, but 

they will also have an adult in their life who cares deeply about them and will stick by them 

throughout their life." 

Related Case Studies 













"Viv works alongside the parents and has a relationship with home ... She creates relationships with 

parents that's hard for us to do because often we are seen as the 'authority' which goes back to 

the parents' own experience of school," said Dick Brown, Principal of Douglas Park School. 
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• 60 social workers* and the Youth Justice team serve the communities and families of Tai

Tokerau from sites at Whangarei, Dargaville, Kaikohe and Kaitaia.

*Full-time equivalent.

• Key local partners include NZ Police, Northland DHB, Ministry of Education, Te Aupouri, Te

Rarawa, Ngati Kahu, Nga-puhi lwi Social Services, Ngati Hine Health Trust, Whangarei

Children's Team, Northland lntersectoral Forum, Family Works Northern, Barnados, Pa O Te

Ora and He lwi Kotahi Tatou Trust.
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