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Appointment: Deputy Public Service Commissioner 

Proposal 

1 It is proposed that Cabinet notes: 

1.1. the Public Service Commissioner's intention to appoint the Deputy Public Service 
Commissioner, Ms Rebecca Kitteridge CVO as Secretary for the Department of the 
Prime Minister and Cabinet and Chief Executive, Department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet, from 8 March 2023 to 30 January 2024, pursuant to Schedule 7 clause 9(2) 
of the Public Service Act 2020, while Mr Brook Barrington, the current Chief Executive, 
takes extended leave of absence. 

1.2. the Prime Minister's recommendation to the Governor-General to approve the 
appointment of Ms Rebecca Kitteridge as Secretary for the Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet and Chief Executive, Department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet, for the purposes of Schedule 4 clause 5(1 )(a)(ii) of the Public Service Act 
2020. 

1.3. the Prime Minister's recommendation to the Governor-General to appoint Ms Gaye 
Searancke as Deputy Public Service Commissioner from 27 March 2023 to 30 January 
2024, pursuant to Schedule 4 clause 2(1) of the Public Service Act 2020. 

Background 

2 The Public Service Act 2020 (the Act) provides for two statutory Deputy Public Service 
Commissioner roles. Under section 4 7 ( 1) of the Act, Deputy Public Service 
Commissioners are appointed by the Governor-General on the recommendation of the 
Prime Minister. 

3 Ms Heather Baggott holds office as one Deputy Public Service Commissioner. Ms 
Rebecca Kitteridge CVO has been appointed to the other role, following the retirement of 
Ms Helene Quilter QSO. Ms Kitteridge commenced in the role on 1 March 2023. 

4 Mr Brook Barrington is taking an extended leave of absence from his role as Secretary for 
the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet and Chief Executive of the Department 
of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. The Public Service Commissioner intends to appoint 
Ms Kitteridge as Secretary for the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet and Chief 
Executive, Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, pursuant to Schedule 7 clause 
9(2) of the Act, in Mr Barrington's absence. 
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Conditions of Appointment 
 

17 The remuneration of the Deputy Public Service Commissioner is determined by the 
Remuneration Authority. The other Conditions of Appointment, including leave and other 
entitlements, are agreed between the appointee and the Public Service Commissioner. 

 
18 Ms Searancke currently holds a  security clearance. Usually, a Deputy Public 

Service Commissioner must be able to obtain and maintain a Top Secret Special level 
security clearance.  

 As the other Deputy Public Service Commissioner holds this level of 
clearance, this is not seen as an impediment to Ms Searancke's appointment. 

 
Publicity 

 
19 The Public Service Commissioner will inform the Public Service leadership Team. As 

Deputy Public Service Commissioner appointments are made by the Governor-General 
on the recommendation of the Prime Minister, the Prime Minister or Minister for the Public 
Service may choose to make a media announcement. 

 
20 This paper and associated appointment documents will be proactively released on the Te 

Kawa Mataaho Public Service Commission's website. 
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