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Report Title: Public Service Amendment Bill – Talking points for Cabinet and introduction material 

Report No: MoSR 2025-0612 

Date: 17 July 2025 

To: Hon Judith Collins KC, Minister for the Public Service 

Actions 
Sought: 

Note the attached talking points for discussion of the Public Service 
Amendment Bill at Cabinet Legislation Committee on 24 July;  

Provide any feedback on the draft Legislative Statement, First 
Reading speech, and public communications material for the Bill. 

Due 
Date 

24 July 
2025 

Contact Callum Butler, Manager – Strategy, Policy and Integrity 

Contact No:  

Encl: 

• Suggested talking points for Cabinet Legislation Committee
and Cabinet

• Draft Legislative Statement
• Draft First Reading speech, press release and draft question

and answer material for the Public Service Amendment Bill

Priority High 

Security Level: IN CONFIDENCE 

Purpose of this report 

1. This report provides:

a. suggested talking points for your item at Cabinet Legislation Committee on
Thursday 24 July (and Cabinet on 28 July) seeking approval to introduce the Public
Service Amendment Bill (the Bill) to the House of Representatives;

b. a draft Legislative Statement for your consideration; and

c. a draft First Reading speech, press release and question and answer material for
public or media queries following introduction of the Bill.

Background 

2. On 10 July 2025 we briefed you with the lodging version of a paper seeking the
agreement of Cabinet Legislation Committee to introduce the Public Service
Amendment Bill [MoSR 2025-0582 refers].  Your office has now lodged this paper for
consideration by the Committee on Thursday 24 July (Parliamentary Counsel will lodge
the latest version of the Bill).

3. As previously briefed, should the Committee approve the paper, it would be subject
to confirmation by Cabinet on Monday 28 July and the Bill introduced the same day
(this would need to occur before 5pm). This would allow for the First Reading of the
Bill and referral to the Governance and Administration Select Committee on Thursday
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31 July.  These timeframes are essential if the Committee is to be given a four-month 
window for reporting (by 1 December), which would leave you the last two sitting 
weeks of the year to progress the Bill through its remaining stages in 2025.   

Suggested talking points 

4. Suggested talking points for your discussion at Cabinet Legislation Committee and 
Cabinet are attached as Appendix One.   

5. These points summarise: 

• the key themes of reform approved by Cabinet in March; 

• the key amendments in the Bill, including the additional policy decision being 
sought from the Committee around business continuity management (lifting and 
shifting these provisions from the Civil Defence Emergency Management Act and 
modernising the language); 

• issues likely to attract public comment; and 

• your proposed timeframes for the Bill. 

Legislative Statement  

6. Legislative statements are intended to put detailed information on the parliamentary 
record about what legislation is intended to achieve.  We understand the Leader of 
the House now expects such statements to be presented with each Government Bill.  

7. The draft statement attached combines the General Policy Statement from the 
Explanatory Note (setting out the key objectives of the Bill), a clause specific summary 
of key amendments, and a summary of the background to the Bill, including links to 
proactively released Cabinet papers and the Regulatory Impact Statement. 

8. It will need to be circulated to the Leader of the House, the Clerk of the House, and 
the relevant spokespeople for each party before 11am on the day you move the First 
Reading of the Bill.  

First reading speech and public communications material 

9. The draft First Reading speech emphasises: 

• your desire to focus the public service on serving the government of the day and 
delivering services and outcomes for taxpayers, and to lift overall performance; 

• the strengthening of the principle and requirements for merit-based 
appointments; 

• that principles of political neutrality and free and frank advice are unchanged; and 

• other key, specific amendments.  

10. We understand your office will provide the procedural text required to support your 
first reading motion and special instructions to the select committee in terms of 
reporting timeframe.  






