
Level 10,  Te Iho   |   1 Lambton Quay  |   PO Box 329 
Wellington 6140   |   New Zealand 

Phone +64 4 495 6600 

28 January 2026 

Official Information Request 
Our Ref: OIA 2025-0155 

I refer to your Official Information Act 1982 (OIA) request received on 13 November 2025 for: 

1. all documents relevant to the creation of a statutory Deputy Commissioner of Police
which I understand commenced in or about August 2022, who instigated that process
and the reasons for it

2. all documents relevant to shortlisting one or more possible statutory Deputy
Commissioners of police including criteria for the role and how candidates would be
assessed to see if they were fit and proper for the role

3. all documents relevant to selection and appointment of one or more statutory Deputy
Commissioners of Police including the names of referees for each candidate

We notified you on 8 December 2025 that an extension was required because your request 
was for a large quantity of information and meeting the original time limit would 
unreasonably interfere with our operations and that consultations needed to make a 
decision on your request were such that a proper response could not reasonably be made 
within the original time limit. 

Our response 

The statutory Deputy Commissioner of Police role was established under the Police Act 
1958 and first filled in 1974. 

The appointment process where Jevon McSkimming was appointed as a statutory Deputy 
Police Commissioner commenced in 2022 in anticipation of the retirement of 
several Deputy Commissioners of Police (statutory and non-statutory). 

The 2022/23 process allowed the Governor-General, on the advice of the Prime Minister, to 
appoint one or more Statutory Deputy Police Commissioners as provided for in the Policing 
Act 2008. The second position appointed through the 2022/23 process was that of Tania 
Kura. The rationale for creating two statutory positions was to strengthen governance and 
operational resilience. 
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Please note that we intend to publish this letter (with your personal details removed) on 
the Commission’s website. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Nicky Dirks 
Manager – Ministerial and Executive Services 
Te Kawa Mataaho Public Service Commission 
 

 

 




