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Action Sought Deadline 

Hon Chris Hipkins 
Minister of State Services  

Agree to the proposed 
changes to timeframes for the 
State Sector Act and 
Protected Disclosures Act 
reviews. 

27 July 2018 

Enclosure: Yes 

Minister’s Office Comments 

Comments: 

Date returned to SSC: 

State Sector Act and Protected Disclosures Act Timeframes 

Date: 13 July 2018 

Report No: SSC2018/729 

Contact: Michael Papesch, Policy Director, State Sector Act Review Team 

Catherine Williams, Deputy Commissioner, Integrity, Ethics and Standards 

Nehal Davison, Senior Analyst, Strategy and Policy 

Telephone:  (Michael Papesch) 

  (Catherine Williams) 
  (Nehal Davison) 

9(2)(a) privacy

9(2)(a) privacy

9(2)(a) privacy
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Recommended Action 

We recommend that you: 

a agree to the revised State Sector Act review timeframes to provide more time for
consultation and engaging with Cabinet on the reforms. 

Agree/not agreed 

b agree that public consultation on the review of the Protected Disclosures Act 
occurs from October to December 2018, following completion of public 
consultation on the review of the State Sector Act. 

Agree/disagree. 

c agree that the State Services Commission release this briefing in full following the 
release of the consultation document on the review of the State Sector Act. 

Agree/disagree. 

Hon Chris Hipkins 
Minister of State Services 
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SSC Report: State Sector Act and Protected Disclosures Act Timeframes 

Purpose of Report 
This report seeks your agreement on the proposed changes to timeframes for reviews of 
the State Sector Act (SSA) and the Protected Disclosures Act (PDA). 

State Sector Act Review Timeframes 

We have been working with your office to develop a revised timeframe for policy 
decisions on the SSA review.  The key elements of the revised timeline (See Annex 1) are: 

2.1 Consultation with the coalition/support parties and with the Leader of the 
Opposition, until the end of July. 

2.2 Consideration of papers at the GOV Cabinet Committee meeting of 7 August 
seeking Cabinet approval to release the consultation document. 

2.3 The public consultation process starting in the week of 27 August and concluding 
on 12 October (this aligns with the current plans for public consultation on Public 
Finance Act reforms). 

2.4 Papers to the GOV Cabinet Committee on 6 November seeking approval in 
principle to the direction for reform in key areas.  Based on this direction, we would 
prepare Cabinet papers for March 2019 on the detailed policy decisions which 
would then allow legislative drafting to occur. 

This approach strikes a balance between providing more time for consultation (six weeks 
is now planned) and engaging with Cabinet on the reform (two substantive decisions 
points are now proposed, being both November for high level direction, with detail in 
March 2019).  A key consequence is, however, that the earliest the resulting Act could 
be passed is early 2020. 

Protected Disclosures Act Review Timeframes 
4. As you will be aware, current timeframes for public consultation on the SSA and PDA

overlap significantly in August and September. SSC considers that both legislative reform
proposals are important areas that a wide range of stakeholders across the public and
private sectors will have a strong interest in.

5. We consider this overlap raises two options around timeframes:

5.1. Option 1: Sequence the PDA to follow the SSA. Under this option, public consultation 
would start around October 2018 (following the completion of public consultation 
for the SSA) and the legislation would come into effect around September 2020.  

5.2. Option 2: Continue according to current timeframes (modified by 2 weeks). Under 
this option, public consultation would start in August 2018 and the legislation would 
come into effect around July 2020. 

6. We recommend Option 1, which would allow SSC to engage comprehensively with the
public on both reform programmes. It would also relieve pressure on SSC resources to carry
out two public consultation processes concurrently.

7. If you agree to Option 1, we recommend that you take the paper to GOV on 7 August. This
would capitalise on the wide-spread support and momentum built through agency,
Ministerial and inter-party consultation. It would also provide SSC with an additional two
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months to generate public interest in the proposals, and hold targeted 1:1 meetings with
key stakeholders from the public, private and not-for-profit sectors.  

8. Once you have provided feedback on the proposed changes to the timelines (see Annex
2), we will develop a final plan for public consultation. We will also reflect these timeframes 
in the Cabinet paper and material for public consultation. 
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Annex 1: Revised timelines for the State Sector Act review 
 

 



 
 

 

 




